F R I D AY E V E N I N G

4:00 – 5:00

Registration

Emerson Lobby

Please check in before the Reception and Welcome Dinner.

5:00 – 6:00

Reception

Emerson Ballroom

Reception with no-host open bar. Mingle and network with science and faith leaders.

6:00 – 7:15

Welcome Dinner Buffet

Emerson Ballroom
The Rev. Valerie Webster | Jill Mackin

Opening thoughts and remarks will be shared as dinner comes to a close.

7:15 – 9:00

keynote: Is Climate Change a Religious Issue?
Emerson Auditorium
Introduction by Sue Higgins | The Rev. Canon Sally Grover Bingham

Rev. Bingham will speak about theology and ethics, social justice, and climate action.
S AT U R D AY M O R N I N G

8:00 – 8:30

Continental Breakfast & Morning Fellowship

Grand Avenue Christian Church

Continental Breakfast

8:30 – 9:00

Welcome

Emerson Auditorium
The Rev. Connie Campbell-Pearson

Introduction, overview, the day’s plan, and announcements.

9:00 – 10:15

Live Webinar: Why Climate Change Matters
Emerson Auditorium
Introduction by Will Wright | Dr. Katharine Hayhoe

Climate change isn’t just a scientific issue. Informed by science, it’s our faith that tells us we must act.

10:15 – 10:30

Fifteen-Minute Break

Emerson

Restrooms are on both floors of The Emerson. Only the first floor facility is wheelchair- and handicap-accessible.

10:30 – 11:30

Serious Impacts are Projected for Montana’s Climate

Emerson Auditorium
Introduction by Dr. Anne Carlson | Dr. Bruce Maxwell

Presentation and discussion of the newly released Montana Climate Assessment.

11:30 – 12:45

Breakout Sessions
Multiple Locations

There are five breakout sessions, refer to Breakout Sessions for details.
S AT U R D AY A F T E R N O O N

12:45 – 2:15
2:15 – 3:30

Buffet Lunch

Grand Avenue Christian Church

Breakout Sessions
Multiple Locations

There are five breakout sessions, refer to Breakout Sessions for details.

3:30 – 3:45

Fifteen-Minute Break

Emerson

Afternoon Snacks.

3:45 – 5:00

A Facilitated Strategy for Action

Emerson Auditorium
Pastor John Lund | The Rev. Jody McDevitt | Sue Higgins

This session will help articulate the hoped-for outcomes of our “Climate Action.”
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Five stimulating, in-depth breakout sessions are offered in the morning, then repeated after lunch, giving an opportunity to attend a total of two
sessions. Materials generated for all of the sessions will be provided in your packet. All of these learning sessions were designed by a team of faith
leaders and scientists based on a survey of requests.
Morning Breakout Session before lunch at 11:30–12:45. Afternoon Breakout Session after lunch at 1:15–2:30.
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2

Landscape Health = Human Health

Emerson Auditorium
Dr. Libby Khumalo | Drs. Lori and Rob Byron

Human health depends on a healthy earth. As climate change impacts our landscapes, it impacts our health. In this
module, a medical physician and a climate resilience planner first will show how climate change threatens our health
by altering the availability and quality of our air and water. They will then provide examples of how we can protect our
health by protecting the landscapes on which we depend.

Faith-Led Advocacy: Interfaith Action for Climate Justice

Grand Avenue Christian Church
Dr. Anne Carlson | Abby Huseth | Bob Ekey

People of faith are increasingly adding their moral voice in the global climate movement. This session will inspire and
equip you to reclaim our spiritual connection to the earth and raise our collective voice for climate justice in Montana.
This begins with a review of information about messaging guidance that delves more deeply into American’s current
perceptions of this issue; before moving into a discussion of specific tools and training from media experts for faith
communities working with the press and decision-makers, all with an emphasis on achieving a deeper understanding
of the principles of developing effective messages and tactics for faith-led advocacy.

3

Solar Infrastructure In/On Faith Buildings & Properties

4

Strengthening Community-Led Food Systems

5

First Baptist Church
Will Wright | Pastor Eric Huseth | The Rev. Jean Collins

This module will offer practical strategies and available resources for bringing solar energy to your church buildings
and faith-related properties. Topics include applying for grant money, taking advantage of tax incentives through
an LLC, and building community support for solar infrastructure. The unit will guide you through the challenges and
opportunities as members of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Bonner, St. James Episcopal Church of Lewistown, and
Resurrection Catholic Church of Bozeman share their recent experiences working toward clean energy systems.

Bozeman United Methodist Church
Mary Stein | Jill Mackin

Food insecurity in indigenous and rural communities is on the rise. Climate events, an extended fire season, and
other pressures are uncovering weaknesses in the food system and human services infrastructure. Faith communities
are responding, and recognize the critical need for systemic change and long-term response plans. We will discuss
community-based and indigenous efforts to strengthen local food systems and address food insecurity through
sovereign immunity, self-determination, a return to traditional foods, and a strengthened local food economy, including
examples and concerns related to successful, locally-led food system change initiatives and partnerships.

Creation Cries in Eager Longing: Motivating Congregations for Change

First Presbyterian Church
Pastor John Lund | The Rev. Connie Campbell-Pearson

This session will start with the theological, spiritual, and ethical underpinnings of our conservation work and then look
at how it plays into preaching, teaching, and congregational life. Fellow theologians and faith leaders will also share
best practices and tips for how to inspire and inform faith communities about climate change through sermon, youth
groups, and community activity.
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